Jodi Ross
| Town Manager
i 978-692-5500

jross@westfordma.gov.
www.westfordma.gov/tm

October 17,

Fall Special Town Meeting
7:30 p.m. Held in the Abbot
School Gymnasium.

October 22,

Town wide white goods
appliance pick up. Pur-
chase stickers for $30 per
item at t he
Office to have your appli-
ance or metal item removed
from curbside.

T o

October 22,

10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The Recycling Commission
and the Highway Depart-
ment will conduct brush
chipping for residents only
at the Highway Garage, 28
North Street.

The fee is $10 per load,
cash only.

Accepted: branches with
maximum dimension 3
inches in diameter and 10
feet in length.

Not Accepted: Commercial
refuse . Building materials
(fences, boards), land clear-
ing material, debris (roots
and bushes, brush mixed
with poison ivy), leaves,
pine needles, and grass

clippings.

Watch Meetings Online

westford
CA

www.westfordcat.org

o
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September 2011
Dear Westford Residents,

On August 28, our town was struck by Hurricane Irene, which had sustained winds in ex-
cess of 50MPH, accompanied by significant rainfall, both of which contributed to the down-
ing of approximately 40 trees, most of which fell onto power lines. All town public safety
and other related departments met for several days prior to the event ensuring we were rea
to service the town for the duration of the storm. The Council on Aging staff went above
and beyond contacting seniors to ensure they were prepared and safe during and afterwarc
Unfortunately electrical service was interrupted for 3,000 residents, and we worked very
hard with National Grid to get power restored as quickly as possible. We will be presenting
report to the Board of Selectmen in October to discuss what was successful and where im-
provements may be made. A special thank you to all of our public safety personnel, espe-
cially Emergency Management, Police, Fire, and Highway, who were out in the height of the
storm, risking their lives, to keep our streets clear and our residents safe. While most of us
ride out the storm from the safety of our homes, these employees are out traveling the
streets, assisting others, and managing the damage from the storm with professionalism, ef
ciency, and effectiveness.

Atthe August3¥Boar d of Sel ectmendés meeting to d
parking issues, the board approved the town seeking grant funding to extend the trail ap-
proximately ¥ mile into Acton, where suitable parking is available. Angus Jennings, Direc-
tor of Land Use Management, requested t i
Carlisle and Acton, as the trail crosses through these towns, and received support from botl
boards for this expansion. We have submitted an application to the state and hope to hear
soon if we are approved for funding. Thank you to all who have been involved in this pro-
ject, and we will keep you posted as progress continues.

On September 1a memorial ceremony was held on our town common. Organized by a
group of volunteer residents, this event was truly touching, showing our concern and suppo
for all who were directly affected by the tragedy of that day. Thank you again to those resi-
dents who volunteered their time to coordinate this sincere event, and to all of you who wer
able to attend.

The town center crosswalk has been completed after many years of discussion and researc
This crosswalk increases the level of pedestrian safety for all who attempt to cross from the
Fire Station or J.V. Fletcher Library to the common and back. Thanks to Paul Starratt and
the engineering department, for their design and oversight of this project, and to Chip Barre
and the highway staff, for helping with the planning and construction.

Chris McClure, IT Director for the past five years, resigned from the town in early Septem-
ber, after accepting an opportunity with another municipality. | would like to publicly thank
Chris for his years of service to the town, and his energy, creativity, and vision that helped
bring us into the Zicentury, and wish him the best in his new endeavor.

(Continued on page 2.)
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(Continued from page 1.)

| am saddened to report that Cecilia Ward Healy passed away on SeptefhtadtetGerving on the Council of Aging for
more than 40 years. She was also a member of the Friends of the Cameron Senior Center and contributed greatly to |
town throughout her lifetime. Please join me in extending my sincere condolences to her family. She was an extraordir
woman, and she will be missed by all.

Our fall Special Town Meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 17, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. in the Abbot School Gymnasit
Please mark your calendars for this important evepiur voice and your vote are needed. We have 13 articles on our
warrant, which is posted on our website. All reports by boards, committees, and staff pertaining to these articles will be
available on our website by Octobét. 3 Next monthds newsletter will outl:i
action on.

Sincerely,

Oyt llo

Jodi Ross

SARSIDE

(Granite-Products
& MEMORIALS

978-692-8991

9 /11 Memorial Bench installation on the Westford Town Common made
possible through funds raised by the Westford 9 / 11 Committee.
www.westford.com/911
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J. V. Fletcher Library News

Are you curious about eReaders? Would you like to try out one before purchasing one to take on a trip, to ac-
company you on your business travels, or to purchase as a holiday gift?

On Thursday, September 8, the Library began to circulate two Barnes and Noble Nook Colors and two Amazon
Kindles - each one pre-loaded with a mix of fiction and non-fiction bestsellers!

Westford residents and non-resident members of the Friends of the J. V. Fletcher Library, Inc., 18 years and

older, are eligible to check-out eReaders. Currently, you may put your name on a waiting-list at the Information
Services (Reference) desk where check-out and check-in takes place. A Westford Library card, photo ID, and

a signed APatron eReader Agreemento wil/l be required
circulate for three weeks. Please feel free to contact a Reference Librarian at any time with questions you have
regarding how to operate the devices, what differentiates them, etc.

As with playaways, audiobooks, and downloadable digital audiobooks, eRead-
ers will find their niche in an institution that is committed to continuing to pro-
vide the best possible collections of hardcover and paperback books in all
genres and for all ages.

This new state-of-the-art service is brought to you through the generosity of
the Friends of the J. V. Fletcher Library, Inc.

www.westfordlibrary.org

Veterans News

Veterans, did you serve in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Persian Gulf, Iraq or Afghanistan? If so, did you receive the
Massachusetts6 Veterans Bonus? You might be eligible
You must have been a resident before you entered the service to qualify.

You can apply online at http://mass.gov/veterans _ or call/email Terry Stader, the Westford Veterans Service

Officer at (978) 392-1170, veterans@westfordma.gov__. If you are not sure if you received this bonus, you can

call the State TreasiBd3x35ds of fice at (617) 367
NAVY
W
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ld Water Department News

The Town Manager is currently seeking applications for one alternate member for the Board of Water Commis-
sioners. One Westford resident will be appointed to serve a three-year term on the Board which is responsible
for policy-making, and consists of three full-time members and one alternate member. The Board typically
meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 5:00 p.m. at 60 Forge Village Road (but sometimes
meets on other days). The Alternate Member is required to attend meetings and participate in votes in the ab-
sence of one or more regular member(s).

Interested residents should complete a Citizen Activity Application form available online at:
hitp://data.westfordma.gov/bc _ and at the Town Clerkodés office at 55

For more information, contact Tina BBy in the Tow

Engineering Department News

The Engineering Department is pleased to report that the Town Center Sewer System has been fully restored
thanks to the collaborative effort of several town departments. Following a complete failure in the electrical wir-
ing that services the pumps for Town Hall, the Police Station, and the Fire Station, electricians from the School
Department were able to make timely repairs and improvements to the system. Richie Crocker, Bill Ward, and
Roy Philbrick, from the School Department, installed new wiring and a power supply that allows the septic sys-
tem to function. Without their advice and assistance, the pumps would have needed to operate on emergency
generators until arrangements could be made for a private contractor to do the work. Conservatively, | estimate
that the town was able to save $5,000 in private contractor services. Many thanks to all those who made this a
successful team effort.

Paul Starratt, P.E.
Town Engineer

Left to Right: Bill Ward, Jeremy Downs, Roy Phil- New sewer system control panel.
brick, and Paul Starratt team up to repair the system.
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Highway Department News

Training to keep our workers safe

This Summer the Highway Department hosted a NEWWA (New England Water Works Association)
OSHA Confined Space safety training class. This one-day course was attended by Highway, Water,
and Fire Department personnel.

Highlights of the program included:
Definitions and characteristics of confined spaces
Confined space hazards
Atmospheric testing and monitoring devices
Physical hazards
Isolation and lockout/tagout of confined space
Training and duties of confined space entry team
Entry permit system
Working safely in the confined space
Hands-on practical session
Team set up of tripod/winch system with fall protection

Benefits of this course include first and foremost, safety for town employees while working in confined
space conditions, OSHA requirements 1910.146 compliance, and cost savings to the town by being
able to better maintain the townds stor mwater
Entry Certification at the end of the session.

Hands-on session at Highway Department. Classroom session i Tripod/winch system
demo.
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