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WESTFORD BEGINS NEW PROGRAM  
TO CURB POLLUTION 

As part of its ongoing “Stormwater Matters” education effort, the Town of 
Westford has installed colorful plastic markers beside various storm 
drains that read:  “Don’t Pollute, Drains to Waterways”. Storm drains 
connect to underground pipes that convey stormwater, the runoff water 
from rain and snowmelt, directly to a nearby water body.  Whatever 
flows down a storm drain comes out in the closest wetland, stream, or 
pond, usually with little or no treatment.   

“Many people think that storm drains are connected to a sewer or a 
wastewater treatment plant,” says Nancy Bryant, Executive Director of 
the Sudbury Assabet Concord River Watershed Community Council.  
“Because of this misperception, people often dump wastes down the 
storm drain such as litter, motor oil, paint, and dog waste, inadvertently 
polluting our waterways.” 

Storm drains are designed to quickly move stormwater off of paved surfaces in order to 
prevent flooding of streets and parking lots.  But the stormwater flowing down a storm 
drain will also contain pollutants from developed land.  Pollutants found in stormwater 
include litter, sand, bacteria, and chemicals such as fertilizer and herbicides from lawns 
and oil and gas from cars.  These pollutants can harm the water quality of the receiving 
water body, such as rivers, lakes, wetlands and the ocean, which may impact drinking, 
swimming, fishing, boating, and wildlife. 

Educating the public not to dump wastes down storm drains helps reduce pollution to 
rivers and streams, lakes and ponds, wetlands 
and groundwater.  Preventing pollution to 
waterways is less expensive than cleaning 
them up after pollution has occurred.  Keeping 
stormwater clean benefits neighborhoods and 
commercial districts, as well as the entire 
network of water bodies and land that make up 
a watershed. 

Watch for the storm drain markers and help 
spread the word: Stormwater Matters! 

For further information contact: 
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